The Edmonton Elephants Hill Log was a documentation of a family's building a livable space on a difficult 
property in the Okanagan. It aired 63 entries from 1977 to 1982. 


Home Media and merchandise releases 


Initially, the Hill Log was issued as hardback leather books measuring 10" x 10". This bulky system was short-lived, being discontinued in 1984, which left 
room for a Betamax release of 4 log entries recorded into 16 commercial home video offers. Millions were produced between 1985 and 1988; they were 
portable and versatile for automobile cassette decks and home systems. The drawback was the interruptions Betamax could be prone to. On the Vol.s 8 and 
10, tapes would be sped up from 1.5 to 2.8 ips, and then overplaying would lead to wear and tear. 


In foreign trade, especially to the Soviet Union (then Russia) and Japan, W-VHS and D-VHS releases were made, with up to 32 alternate configurations of 
stories. Some of these Hi-vision analog MUSE, and Super VHS-C systems were portmanteaus of entries showing ''Then-vs-Now"' evolution and other specials. 
Titles of entries in foreign and European markets were often shortened from the ''a or b" style to single words ("‘oneword-a or oneword-b"'). The special entry 
was issued in this format in tandem with Kaos' last appearance in the log, "Duck For Dinner"'- in accordance to his anniversary of death in 1991. Disposable 
variants of VHS- the V-Lite, which offered 2-3 minutes of film and constructed of polystyrene and glue- were the source of many individual releases (aside 
from the shortest entries of year 5, which were organized continuously). 


Tape was popular for Hill Log entries to be issued on, but in 1996 the Log was finally released in full. A LaserDisk of all the entries together was issued for an 
expensive price, and that was a slow-playing and bulky item which held up to 9GB of compressed, low-cam content. The same year, a FloppyDisk of 2 volumes 
of the Entire Hill Log came out- 2.6 Million sold. In 2001, the introduction of the Ipod and CD home burning meant that the Hill Log could be copied by 
individuals at home, non-profit. HP developed blank disks for individuals to burn; DVD-R, DVD+R/RW, DVSR and DVD-RAM. Log entries would be burned 
at up to 400-600 nm. Better sound and quality than the mp3 or mp4 was enhanced by Dual-Layer recording as more companies released digital disks- Between 
2002-2007 Hill Log entries were copied by MKM, Philips, Pioneer and HP. ITunes downloads of the Hill Log were offered between 2003-2009 which were 
usually AAC, WMA, or AIFF files. Again, shorter entries were combined with others and each went for about $2.99/song- increased slightly in 2007-8 US 
recession. A Complete Edmonton Elephants DVD was finally released in January 2008. 


For the 30th anniversary in 2012, a U-MATIC tape and Blu-ray deluxe release was made. The Blu-ray was offered with a companion BlueTooth audio format 
for auto commuters. It was a simple disk in recyclable casing which did not perform well with the market. No home video release has been issued since then, 
and any tapes or disks can only be traded via Ebay or Amazon private sellers. Some have posted online that occasional V-Lite and ADAT, D9 tapes were 
offered cheap (below $10) at thrift stores. This is the price they are worth, and that's mainly the tape. 


In 2021, when the original author died, Record Store Day there was a deluxe release of Ultimate Finale, Needle in Tree Stump, Loose Tooth, and Lost Sunshirt. 


